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on a herd basis, it is unlikely that semen or ova for artificial breeding
would be collected from animals in an area where an outbreak has
occurred.

In an extensive series of tables, Scott (1964) has detailed animal
species known to be infected with rinderpest virus. The lists are
important when considering species that are endangered or at risk.

Lumpy Skin Disease (Neethling Virus)

In experimentally infected animals, Weiss (1968) demonstrated
the presence of lumpy skin disease virus (LSDV) in bull semen for 22
days following fever and generalized skin lesions. Weiss, however,
also demonstrated the presence of virus in semen at days 7 and 12 in
bulls undergoing inapparent infections. Almost certainly, virus would
be present in secretions of cows from which embryos were collected
during infection. The similarity between LSDV and capripox has
been noted in several reports, and LSDV has been classified in the
genus Capripoxvirus by Fenner (1976).

Sheep and Goat Pox Virus

These viruses were originally thought to be species specific. However,
Kitching and Taylor (1985), however, have shown a close serological
antigenic relationship, and cross-protection studies have supported that
finding. As a result, Kitching and Taylor have suggested that the term
capripox be used in the future, irrespective of the species involved.

Because of the similarities between these viruses and LSDV, ex-
cretion in both semen and vaginal discharges are extremely likely
during infection of donors. Because collection of semen or ova would
be unlikely during the occurrence of clinical disease, there should be
little chance of venereal transmission. This group of viruses is ex-
tremely resistant to environmental factors, however, and all precau-
tions to avoid venereal transmission must be taken. A suitable at-
tenuated virus vaccine for capripox, the 0240LT/1 BHK/2 LT/4 strain
of Kenyan sheep and goat pox virus, has been shown to be stable and
safe and to provide substantial protection for at least 1 year (Kitching
et al., 1987). Semen and embryos could therefore be collected from
donor animals vaccinated against Capripoxvirus.

Rift Valley Fever Virus

Rift Valley fever virus (RVFV) is an arthropod-borne virus that
can also be spread by contamination of the environment and by aero-